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Issues in Malachi’s Day

•• General spir itual discouragement/ disi l lusionment

• Defiled worship

• Neglect  of t ithes

• Intermarr iage with foreigners/ divorce

• Growing skept icism/ unbelief
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Issues inIssues in Our DayOur Day

430 B.C. A.D. 2009
General spir itual 
discouragement/ disil lusio
nment

Yet to be fu lfi l led promises

Defiled worship Consumer-dr iven worship

Neglect of t i thes
Dr iven (even controlled) by 
possessions

Intermarr iage with 
foreigners/ divorce Compromised moral standards

Growing 
skept icism/ unbelief Eroding belief facing r idicu le
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Basic Components of a 
Prophet ’s Message

•• Warning of impending judgment because of sin

• Descr ipt ion of sin

• Descr ipt ion of coming judgment

• Call for  repentance

• Promise of fu tu re deliverance
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A-O-R Formula in Malachi

Assert ion

~

Object ion

~

Response
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A-O-R Formula – Malachi 1:2

“I have loved you ,” says the LORD.  
Bu t you  say, “How have You loved us?”

“Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?”
declares the LORD.  “Yet I have loved 

Jacob….”
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A-O-R Formula – Malachi 1:2

“ I  have loved you,” says t he 
LORD.  Bu t you  say, “How have You 

loved us?” “Was not Esau  Jacob’s 
brother?” declares the LORD.  “Yet I 

have loved Jacob….”

Asser t ion
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A-O-R Formula – Malachi 1:2

“I have loved you ,” says the LORD.  
But  you say , “ How have You 

loved us?” “Was not Esau Jacob’s 
brother?” declares the LORD.  “Yet I 

have loved Jacob….”

Object ion
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A-O-R Formula – Malachi 1:2

“I have loved you ,” says the LORD.  
Bu t you  say, “How have You loved us?”

“ Was not  Esau Jacob’s 
brot her?” declares t he LORD.  

“ Yet  I  have loved Jacob….”

Response
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Specific Themes in Malachi
•• Dishonor ing the love of God (1:2-5)

• Dishonor ing worship (1:6-2:9)

• Dishonor ing marr iage (2:10-16)

• Dishonor ing moral standards/ conduct (2:17-3:5)

• Dishonor ing t ith ing (3:6-12)

• Dishonor ing God’s sovereign judgment (3:13-4:3)

• Look ing back  and look ing forward (4:4-6)
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Overall Themes in Malachi

•• God’s Unchanging Love

• Covenant  Fidelity

• The Greatness of God

• Fear/ Repentance
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God’s Per fect  and Complete 
Love

•• Elect ive (He chose)

• Uncondit ional (while st i l l in  mother ’s womb)

• Sovereign (directed from His will)

• Free (over flow of grace, cannot be bought/ earned)
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Our  Response to God’s Love

Reverence

Repentance

Renewal
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Applicat ions

Pray
to come to terms with:

God’s Unchanging Love

The Response of Our Lives


